[Surgical treatment of metapneumonic pleural empyema].
During a period of 13 years 54 patients have been treated for metapneumonic pleural empyema, namely 3 children (all boys), 31 men and 20 women. One patient was admitted in extremis heavily intoxicated after unsuccessful attempt at closed drainage. He died during thoracotomy for open drainage. All the remaining 53 patients were cured, 3 out of 18 by closed thoracostomy (Bülau), 12 out of 16 by open drainage and 37 by decortication which had to be combined with pulmonary resection 13 times. Local treatment of pleural empyema is aimed at the obliteration of the pleural space. This goal can best be accomplished: in the acute exudative stage of the disease (according to the American Thoracic Society) by closed thoracotomy, in the fibrino-purulent phase by open thoracotomy with rib resection and in the chronic organizing stage by decortication.